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Justification

“be justified” means “get the verdict.”) The justi-
fying action of the Creator, who is the royal
Judge of this world, has both a sentential and an
executive, or declarative, aspect: God justifies,
first, by reaching his verdict and then by sover-
eign action makes his verdict known and secures
to the person justified the rights which are now
his due. What is envisaged in Isa. 45:25 and 50:8,
for instance, is specifically a series of events
which will publicly vindicate those whom God
holds to be in the right.

The word is also used in a transferred sense
for ascriptions of righteousness in nonforensic
contexts. Thus, men are said to justify God when
they confess him just (Luke 7:29; Rom. 3:4 = Ps.
51:4), and themselves when they claim to be just
(Job 32:2; Luke 10:29; 16:15). The passive can be
used generally of being vindicated by events
against suspicion, criticism, and mistrust (Matt.
11:19; Luke 7:35; I Tim. 3:16).

In James 2:21, 24-25 its reference is to the
proof of a man’s acceptance with God that is
given when his actions show that he has the kind
of living, working faith to which God imputes
righteousness. James's statement that Christians,
like Abraham, are justified by works (vs. 24) is
thus not contrary to Paul’s insistence that Chris-
tians, like Abraham, are justified by faith (Rom.
3:28; 4:1-5), but is complementary to it. James
himself quotes Gen. 15:6 for exactly the same
purpose as Paul does—to show that it was faith
which secured Abraham’s acceptance as right-
eous (vs. 23; cf. Rom. 4:3fF; Gal. 3:6ff.). The justifi-
cation which concerns James is not the believer’s
original acceptance by God, but the subsequent
vindication of his profession of faith by his life. It
is in terminology, not thought, that James differs
from Paul.

There is no lexical ground for the view of
Chrysostom, Augustine, and the medieval and
Roman theologians that “justify” means, or con-
notes as part of its meaning, “make righteous”
(by subjective spiritual renewal). The Tridentine
definition of justification as “not only the remis-
sion of sins, but also the sanctification and re-
newal of the inward man” (Sess. VI, ch. vii) is
EITONCOLS.

Paul’s Doctrine of Justification. The back-
ground of Paul’s doctrine was the Jewish convic-
tion, universal in his time, that a day of judgment
was coming, in which God would condemn and
punish all who had broken his laws. That day
would terminate the present world order and
usher in a golden age for those whom God
judged worthy. This conviction, derived from
prophetic expectations of “the day of the Lord”
(Amos s5:19ff; Isa. 2:10-22; 13:6-11; Jer. 46:10;
Obad. 15; Zeph. 1:14-2:3, etc.) and developed
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during the intertestamental period under the
influence of apocalyptic, had been emphatically
confirmed by Christ (Matt. 11:22ff; 12:36-37;
etc.). Paul afirmed that Christ himself was the
appointed representative through whom God
would “judge the world in righteousness” in “the
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous
judgment of God” (Acts 17:31; Rom. 2:16). This,
indeed, had been Christ’s own claim (John 5:27ff.).

Paul sets out his doctrine of the judgment
day in Rom. 2:5-16. The principle of judgment
will be exact retribution (“to every man accord-
ing to his works,” vs. 6). The standard will be
God’s law. The evidence will be “the secrets of
men” (vs. 16); the Judge is a searcher of hearts.
Being himself just, he cannot be expected to jus-
tify any but the righteous, those who have kept
his law (Rom. 2:12-13; cf. Exod. 23:7; I Kings 8:32).
But the class of righteous men has no members.
None is righteous; all have sinned (Rom. 3:9ff.).
The prospect, therefore, is one of universal con-
demnation, for Jew as well as Gentile; for the
Jew who breaks the law is no more acceptable
to God than anyone else (Rom. 2:17-27). All men,
it seems, are under God’s wrath (Rom. 1:18) and
doomed.

Against this black background, comprehen-
sively expounded in Rom. 1:18-3:20, Paul pro-
claims the present justification of sinners by
grace through faith in Jesus Christ, apart from
all works and despite all demerit (Rom. 3:21{F.).
This justification, though individually located at
the point of time at which a man believes (Rom.
4:2; 5:1), is an eschatological once-for-all divine
act, the final judgment brought into the present.
The justifying sentence, once passed, is irrevo-
cable. “The wrath” will not touch the justified
(Rom. 5:9). Those accepted now are secure for-
ever. Inquisition before Christs judgment seat
(Rom. 14:10-12; IT Cor. 5:10) may deprive them of
certain rewards (I Cor. 3:15), but never of their
justified status. Christ will not call in question
God’s justifying verdict, only declare, endorse,
and implement it.

Justification has two sides. On the one hand,
it means the pardon, remission, and nonimputa-
tion of all sins, reconciliation to God, and the
end of his enmity and wrath (Acts 13:39; Rom.
4:6-7; I Cor. 5:19; Rom. 5:9ff.). On the other hand,
it means the bestowal of a righteous man’s status
and a title to all the blessings promised to the
just: a thought which Paul amplifies by linking
justification with the adoption of believers as
God’s sons and heirs (Rom. 8:14ff; Gal. 4:41f.).
Part of their inheritance they receive at once:
through the gift of the Holy Spirit, whereby God
“seals” them as his when they believe (Eph. 1:13),
they taste that quality of fellowship with God
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Justification

obedience culminated in death (Phil. 2:8); he bore
the penalty of the law in men’s place (Gal. 3:13),
to make propitiation for their sins (Rom. 3:25).
On the ground of Christ’s obedience, God does
not impute sin, but imputes righteousness, to
sinners who believe (Rom. 4:2-8; 5:19). “The
righteousness of God” (i.e., righteousness_from

and spiritually ruinous (cf. Rom. 4:4; 11:6; Gal.
4:21-5:12). Paul regards faith, not as 1t5elf our

justifying righteousness, but rather as the out-

stretched empty hand which receives righteous-

God: see Phil. 3:9) is bestowed on them as a free
gitt (Rom. 1:17; 3:21-22; 5:17, cf. 9:30; 10:3-10):
that is to say, they receive the right to be treated
and the promise that they shall be treated, no
longer as sinners, but as righteous, by the divine

Judge. Thus they become “the righteousness of

God” in and through him who “knew no sin”

personally, but was representatively “made sin”
(ireated as a sinner and punished) in their stead

I Cor. 5:21). This is the thought expressed in
classical Protestant theology by the phrase “the
imputation of Christs righteousness,” namely,
that believers are righteous (Rom. 5:19) and have

righteousness (Phil. 3:9) before God for no other
reason than that Lhml their Head was righteous
before God, and they are one with him, sharers
of his status and acceptance. God justifies them
by passing on them, for Christ’s sake, The verdicl

which Christ’s obedience merited. God declares
them o be righteous, because he reckons them
to be righteous; and he reckons righteousness to
them, not because he accounts them to have
kept his law personally (which would be a false
judgment), but because he accounts them to be
united to the one who kept it representatively
(and that is a true judgment). For Paul union
with Christ is not fancy but fact—the basicTact,
indeed, 10 Christianity; and the doctrine of im-
puted righteousness is simply Paul’s exposition
of the forensic aspect of it (see Rom. 5:12fF).
Covenantal solidarity between Christ and his

people is thus the objective basis on which

sinners are reckoned righteous and justly Jus-

tihed through the righteousness of their Savior,

Stuchis Pauts theodicy regarding the ground of
justification.

Faith and Justification. Paul says that be-
lievers are justitied dia piste6s (Rom. 3:25), pistei
(Rom. 3:28), and ek pisteds (Rom. 3:30). The
dative and the preposition dia represent faith as
the instrumental means whereby Christ and his
righteousness are appropriated; the preposition
ek shows that faith occasions, and logically pre-
cedes, our personal justification. That believers
are justified dia pistin, on account of faith, Paul
never says, and would deny. Were faith the
ground of justification, faith would be in effect
a meritorious work, and the gospel message
would, after all, be merely another version of
justification by works—a doctrine which Paul
opposes in all forms as irreconcilable with grace
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ness by receiving Christ. In Hab. 2:4 (cited Rom.
Ti17; Gal. 3:11) Paul iinds, implicit in the promise
that the godly man (“the just”) would enjoy
God’s continued favor (“live”) through his trust-
ful loyalty to God (which is Habakkuk’s point in
the context), the more fundamental assertion
that only through faith does any man ever come
to be viewed by God as just, and hence as en-
titled to life, at all. The apostle also uses Gen.
15:6 (“Abraham believed God, and it was reck-
oned unto him for righteousness,” erv) to prove
the same point (see Gal. 3:6; Rom. 4:3ff.). It is
clear that when Paul paraphrases this verse as
teaching that Abraham’s faith was reckoned for
righteousness (Rom. 4:5, 9, 22), all he intends us
to understand is Lhat falth decisive, whole-
hearted reliance on God’s gracious promise (vss.
18ff.)—was the occasion and means of righteous-
ness being imputed to him. There is no sugges-
tion here that faith is the ground of justification.
Paul is not discussing the ground of justification
in this context at all, only the method of secur-
ing it. Paul’s conviction is that no child of Adam
ever becomes righteous before God save on ac-
count of the righteousness of the last Adam, the
second representative man (Rom. 5:12-19); and
this righteousness is imputed to men when they
believe.

Theologians on the rationalistic and moralis-
tic wing of Protestantism—Socinians, Arminians,
and some modern liberals—have taken Paul to
teach that God regards man’s faith as righteous-
ness (either because it fulfills a supposed new
law or because, as the seed of all Christian virtue,
it contains the germ and potency of an eventual
fulfillment of God's original law, or else because
it is simply God's sovereign pleasure to treat
faith as righteousness, though it is not righteaus-
ness; and that God pardons and accepts sinners
on the ground of their faith). In consequence,
these theologians deny the imputation of Christ’s
righteousness to believers in the sense explained,
and reject the whole covenantal conception of
Christ’s mediatorial work. The most they can say
is that Christs righteousness was the indirect
cause of the acceptance of mans faith as right-
eousness, in that it created a situation in which
this acceptance became possible. (Thinkers in
the Socinian tradition, believing that such a
situation always existed and that Christ's work
had no Godward reference, will not say even
this.) Theologically, the fundamental defect of
all such views is that they do not make the satis-
faction of the law the basis of acceptance. They
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